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1] o Comedies are popular on television.

Comedies are popular [ 2 25 1 3 N&
»dH b on television. [ 71 v
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9 Examples include such programs as “Friends” and “The

Simpsons.”

Examples include i35 such
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9 One reason that these television comedies are funny
is because they use an effective mix of jokes.
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o One kind of joke in these television comedies is
called a “running gag.”
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9 A running gag is a funny situation or line of dialog
that happens repeatedly in a comedy.
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@ This repetition can take place within a single episode,
from one episode to the next, or both.
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2] o Running gags actually started to be used prior to

the widespread adoption of television, in radio comedies
during the “golden age” of radio.

Running gags actually “Istarted to be
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e This era lasted from around the 1930s until the
1950s.
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9 One of the most popular of these shows was called
“Fibber McGee and Molly.”
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o This radio comedy was about a husband and a wife
and was especially famous for one running gag.
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6 In this running gag, when the husband, Fibber
McGee, opened his closet to find something, many
things would fall out every time.
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6 The audience could know that these things were
about to fall out because Fibber would announce in a
loud voice that he was about to open his closet.

E3 The audience could know [IfE%131% = &AsC&
7z [that these things were about to fall out] [ 21150
LONESIRENEBLIELTVEEV) T L% [because
Fibber would announce [ 77 57 4 N—=3E 1725 0725725
5C#%| [Bl)in aloud voice [k &% <) {that he was
about to open his closet}]. [ H 7 F &icru—€y M 2RI LD
ELTwain) g
588 audience [4dions | A —71 x> 2] [, tHIEE
#Bi% |, be about to do [F=51z2~L k5L LTws ] (be going to
do k005 LTWwBIRM) . announce [onduns | 77~ 2]
[ ], loud [aud | 5 F] [] [ GEeias) KEwv, )
BEw]

0 Obviously, given that this was a radio comedy, the
audience could only hear what was happening.
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e When Fibber opened his closet, a variety of loud
sounds could be heard as if many different types of
objects were falling to the floor.
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9 The fact that people could only hear what was
happening was an advantage rather than a limitation.
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@ The power of the imagination increased the
effectiveness of this particular gag.
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3] o Although television comedies became more popular
than those on the radio during the 1950s, they continued
to use many of the same techniques as their radio
predecessors.
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e One of these was the running gag.
One of these was the running gag. [ =
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e Some good examples can be found in a 1970s
television comedy called “Happy Days,” a very popular
show about a group of friends in high school.
Some good examples can be found [\ <20

2015 4E ) JbiEE ke - mill 3



