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1] o Once in a while a special person comes along

whose work transforms the lives of many.
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e One such person was the computer engineer, Grace
Hopper.
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e Hopper began her work with computers in the 1950s.
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e At this time typical computers could only be used
by highly-trained people since the instructions for these
machines had to be written in the form of difficult
mathematics.
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6 Hopper wondered if it would be possible to write
a computer program using English words instead of
complex symbols.
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0 As a result, she worked to create one of the first
computer languages.

As aresult, [#53:x L <] she worked [ %23y 7- |
[to create [{EY Hi¥ 72012 ] one of the first computer
languages|. [N I 21— —Siho—>o% |
BB as a result [#ie L), create [kricit | 2V I A 1]
[Ey ¥, AEaliy

0 This allowed computers to be easily used by many
more people and was one development leading to the
widespread adoption of computers beyond the scientific
community.
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2] o Grace Hopper’s interest in machines such as
computers began at an early age.
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0 Even as a young child, she was curious about how
things worked.
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9 For example, one day her mother found that young
Grace was trying to take apart all of the clocks in their
home.
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0 The problem, of course, was that Grace was not able
to put them back together again!
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9 Recognizing the child’s talent, her mother did not get
angry, but offered her daughter a compromise: She could
have one of the family clocks for her experiments.
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6 Evidently, her mother’s support paid off because later
Grace Hopper became an excellent student in science
and mathematics.
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o She eventually earned a Ph.D., the most advanced
degree, in mathematics from Yale University, one of the
top universities in the world.
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3] o Besides making computers easier to use, Hopper
fostered change in people’s lives in another way.
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9 Until that time, computer science — and, indeed, all
engineering — was almost exclusively a profession of
men.
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