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The English language is currently the world’s most common language, but
language expert Gaston Dorren believes its reign may come to an end.

But it isn’t because another common language, like Mandarin, is primed to
take its place. Rather, Dorren believes that innovations in translating software and
technology may dispel the need for learning multiple languages altogether.

: The hope is that translation software will inevitably translate a person’s
languiige in real time. Known as the “Babel Chip,” named after the translating
Babel fish from popular sci-fi novel The Hitchhiker’s Guide To The Galaxy, this
device would not only shirk the need for learning another language, but it would
abandon the need for translators as a whole.

And we’ve already come close to various iterations of this idea. Google recently
unveiled its new “Interpreter Mode” for the Google Assistant app which can translate
more than 27 languages in real time.

“Learning languages will still be valuable for all sorts of cultural and
psychological reasons, but the majority won’t bother,” claims Dorren in an interview
with news.com.au.

This could benefit a wide range of industries, particularly travel and customer
service. Though children naturally have a host of language skills before the age
of eight, children between eight and 12 begin to lose the ability to reproduce

foreign languages.(b Though foreign language acquisition is still achievable after 12,
)

it becomes much more difficult.

This could also be beneficial for languages at-risk of dying out. The Wikitongues
project hopes to record and document every language in the world to prevent this
kind of event from occurring.

“Every language in the world considered, when we have the opportunity to
document a critically endangered or under-documented language, we make that a
priority,” says Daniel Bogre, one of the founders for Wikitongues.

“If we had more resources, I would want to prioritize under-documented

languages whose last remaining speakers are elderly, so that we could guarantee
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their descendants have the tools they need to revive these languages in the future
if they so choose.”

Unfortunately, the Babel chip likely won’t be ready anytime soon. On top of
that, worldwide adoption would likely take even longer once the chip is developed.
Though this tool could be used to connect literally billions of people across the
globe, there are countless reasons to learn a language in the meantime.

(c)
After all, it’s thanks to this cultural diffusion and intermingling that cultures

have grown and developed. Tex-Mex became commonplace in America through
the cultural diffusion of Mexican food and American cooking styles. Cajun food
developed as a result of Acadian immigration to the United States from Canada in
the 18th century.

And learning a second language is good for the brains of children. It helps
create neural pathways that improve cognitive function, including memory, reasoning,
learning, and multitasking. It also aids them with communication skills and gives
them a leg-up in their future workplaces. Unfortunately, it’s estimated that only one
in five Americans can speak a language other than English.

Language has been used as a way to connect cultures and bridge divides
between people for centuries. Whether you love to travel, love to learn, or just

(d)
hope to connect with different cultures around you, learning a second language is

still essential in the time of technological advancement.

(Adapted from “Will English Continue to Reign as the World’s Most Common
Language?” Qrius, February 8, 2019)
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The shift to a cooked-food diet was a decisive point in human history. The
main topic of debate is when, exactly, this change occurred.

All known human societies eat cooked foods, and biologists generally agree

(a)
cooking could have had major effects on how the human body evolved. For

example, cooked foods tend to be softer than raw ones, so humans can eat them
with smaller teeth and weaker jaws. Cooking also increases the energy they can
get from the food they eat. Starchy potatoes and other tubers, eaten by people
across the world, are barely digestible when raw. Moreover, when humans try to
eat more like chimpanzees and other primates, we cannot extract enough calories to
live healthily.

Such evidence suggests modern humans are biologically dependent on cooking.
But at what point in our evolutionary history was this strange new practice adopted?
Some researchers think cooking is a relatively recent innovation — at most 500,000
years old. Cooking requires control of fire, and there is not much archaeological
evidence for hearths and purposefully built fires before this time.

The archaeological record becomes increasingly fragile farther back in time,

(b)
however, so others think fire may have been controlled much earlier. Anthropologist

Richard Wrangham has proposed cooking arose before 1.8 million years ago, an
invention of our evolutionary ancestors. If the custom emerged this early, it could
explain a defining feature of our species: the increase in brain size that occurred
around this time.

What is the connection between cooking and brains? Understanding how and

(c)
why our brains got so big has been a major puzzle because such a brain is

metabolically expensive. In fact, the brain needs more energy for its size than any
other organ. Although it might seem being smarter is always better, having a big
brain exerts a high toll. Ancestral humans may have compensated for this energy
cost by cooking food.

Like all ideas about human evolution, the cooking hypothesis can only be tested



indirectly — without a time machine we cannot know exactly what happened in

our evolutionary history. But there ar% several converging pieces of evidence that
d)
support Wrangham’s cooking hypothesis.

Fossils show the teeth and digestive tract of Homo erectus decreased in size
around the same time brain size increased. This evidence likely means our ancestors
started eating softer, higher-quality foods (although not necessarily cooked). New
archaeological research has also continued to push back the earliest known date for
the control of fire. For example, traces of purposeful fire at Wonderwerk Cave in
South Africa have been dated at more than a million years old. Recent studies
further suggest humans have genetic adaptions for eating cooked foods — some
of which are old, at least predating our split from Neandertals. Finally, some of
my own work, with psychologist Felix Warneken, has shown chimpanzees possess
many of the foundational cognitive capacities needed to start cooking — such as a
preference for cooked food, patience to wait for foods to be cooked and the capacity
to plan for and transport foods to a cooking site. These data mean ancestral humans
likely shared the same abilities, and could have started cooking rapidly after gaining

the ability to control fire.

(Adapted from Alexandra Rosati, “Food for Thought: Was Cooking a Pivotal Step

in Human Evolution?” Scientific American, February 26, 2018)
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These days being famous on YouTube is something young people want to do.
Do you think becoming a YouTuber is a good career choice? Provide reasons

and examples to support your opinion.
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il A. Listen to the dialogues and fill in the blanks with the words you hear.

1. [T: Tom, A: Anna]

Oh, hi Anna. How’re you?

Fine thanks. And how’re things with you?
Oh, not too bad. ( ).

> 2o 3

I’ve been on a research trip for the last two weeks.

2. [P: Passenger, O: Officer]
P:  Excuse me. I couldn’t get my suitcase at the baggage claim.
O: OK. Please show me your claim check ... Thank you.

( )? TI'll call you when your suitcase arrives.

3. [A: Anna, T: Tom]
A: How was the test? You said you didn’t sleep a wink last night.

T: Right. T had to spend the whole night studying for the test.
( ).

4. [T: Tom, A: Anna]
T: How was the concert last night?
A:  Well, not great. The bus was late and ( ).

They were about to sing the last song when I finally arrived!

5. [D: Doctor, P: Patient]
Come in, please. Now, what seems to be the matter?
P:  Well, I’ve been having trouble sleeping. 1 feel tense and a bit
depressed. 1 probably need a sleeping pill.

D: Mmm, well it’s best to avoid that sort of treatment.

( )?

7 B. Listen to the voice letter from your former English teacher and answer

the questions in Japanese.
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